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The star, whose father 
was from Sierra Leone 
and mother from Ghana, 

received a knighthood from 
King Charles III. Knighthood 
is one of the highest honours 
a person can receive in the 
UK, awarded for exceptional 
service and achievement. 

Sir Idris joins a growing list 
of people of African heritage 
who have been recognized 
with the honour over the years.

Deep ties to Sierra Leone  

The knighthood adds 
another layer to Elba’s long-
standing connection with the 

country of his father’s birth. 
He’s spoken openly about his 
Sierra Leonean roots and has 
used his platform to spotlight 
the nation.

His biggest project is 
on Bonthe Island. Sir Idris 
has been leading plans to 

develop Bonthe into 
a sustainable tourism 
and entertainment 
hub. The vision 
includes building an 
eco-friendly city, film 
studios, and infra-
structure to create jobs 
and attract investment. 
He’s called it a way to 
“give back” and help 
put Sierra Leone on 
the global map for film 
and tourism.

In recognition 
of that commitment, 
Sierra Leone’s 
President Julius Maada 
Bio granted Sir Idris 
citizenship in 2019. 
The President said the 
move honored Elba’s 
contributions and his efforts 
to connect the diaspora back 
home.

From Hackney to 
Hollywood to Bonthe, Sir 
Idris Elba’s story now carries 
an official title to match the 
impact.
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Sierra Leone’s First Lady, 
Fatima Bio, has hinted at 
a return to acting, telling 

filmmakers she’s open to roles 
if the story is strong enough.

Speaking at the launch 
of Unpredictable Enemies 
on 28th May 2026 at Dove 
Nest, Aberdeen, Freetown, 
the former Nollywood actress 
reflected on her film career and 
what it would take to get her 
back on set.

Before becoming First 
Lady, Fatima Bio was based in 
the UK and built a solid acting 
portfolio. Her last movie was 
Mr. Ibu in Sierra Leone. Other 
films she starred in include 
1Battered, Shameful Deceit, 
Expedition Africa, The Soul, 
and Mirror Boy.

At the premiere, she 
stressed quality over quantity. 

“For me, it is never just about 
doing a movie. The script has 
to be good. You cannot make 
a film that ends up sitting on 
a shelf. You want to create 
a film that can reach global 
platforms like Netflix and 
showcase our talent to the 
world,” she said.

She acknowledged the 
challenges filmmakers face 
getting films onto global 
platforms, noting that even 
in Nollywood many approach 
her for help. “I know the 
standards, I know the process, 
and I know how challenging it 
can be,” she explained, while 
praising her colleague for 
believing in Sierra Leonean 
stories “with class, profes-
sionalism, and excellence.”

The First Lady also put 
herself forward for a cameo 
if it helps a project succeed. 

“If in the future you want me 
to make even the smallest 
appearance in one of your 
films, we can discuss it. If 
showing my face in your 
film can help make it bigger 
and more successful, I am 
willing to support it,” she 
said. But she set clear condi-
tions: “The only condition 
is that the story must be 
strong and meaningful.” She 
added that she expects full 
commitment on set: “When 
I am on set, I give my all. 
If I commit to a project, I 
expect everyone to bring the 
same level of dedication and 
professionalism.”

She challenged local 
creatives to tell authentic 

Sierra Leonean stories. 
Paraphrasing her message, she 
urged writers and producers to 
invest in scripts that celebrate 
culture, traditions, costumes 
and heritage instead of copying 
others. “Bring us great scripts. 
Bring us stories that can travel 
beyond Sierra Leone and reach 
audiences across Africa and 
around the world. If you have 
a script that can achieve that 
vision, I am ready to work with 
you and help bring it to life.”

Her remarks have raised 
hopes among filmmakers that 
her influence and experience 
could help transform Sierra 
Leone’s movie industry and 
push it toward international 
platforms.

Sierra Leone's First Lady Fatima Bio Hints at Movie Comeback

Idris Elba Knighted by King Charles III

British actor Idris Elba now has a new title: Sir.
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Artist Profile: ApreeL

ApreeL is one of the most promising 
Sierra Leonean acts right now. Born 
in April 1997 into a large extended 

family in Freetown, he showed musical 
talent from a young age and has been 
building momentum ever since.

He continues to drop back-to-back 
hit singles that stick. From “Owey” to 

“Sweet Miliki” to “E Fine”, ApreeL has 
found a formula that works: smooth 
melodies, Krio language, and themes 
pulled straight from everyday life.

“Sweet Miliki” feels like a heartfelt 
tribute to local culture. The track 
blends romantic affection with swagger 
and a playful, conversational tone that 

sounds like local street talk. It’s that mix 
of charm and relatability that keeps fans 
hitting replay.

What sets ApreeL apart is his sound. He 
often weaves in local grooves, rhythms, and 
language so his music connects deeply at 
home, not just abroad. His songs pull from 
Krio slang, Salone sensibilities on love and 
relationships, and rhythmic patterns influ-
enced by bubu and Afrobeat. The result is 
music that feels uniquely Sierra Leonean, 
while still moving on the global Afrobeats 
wave.

Signed to Eminence Record Label, 
ApreeL is proving that Salone artists can 
make hits that travel.

Name: Kabba Abdulah Sesay  
Stage Name: ApreeL  
Born: April 1997, Freetown, Sierra Leone  
Genre: Afrobeats  
Label: Signed to Eminence Record Label

Jokes
Admire Bio invent a lie Detector 

So Admire Bio just invented a new lie detector test… 
and it’s called “Drink Water and Swear” 

After that viral video where she gulped down water 
and swore on camera that her husband isn’t seeing 
anyone else, the internet broke. Online, offline, 
market women, taxi drivers — everybody had an 
opinion.  

Now the “Drink Water and Swear Challenge” is 
everywhere. Boyfriends and husbands are suddenly 
hydrating their girlfriends like personal trainers: 
“Babe, take one sip and swear you’re not chatting to 
anyone.”  

But the ladies are fighting back. Some said: “If I 
take that challenge, I won’t even finish the first sip 
before I collapse. The water won’t even reach my 
stomach before my conscience sends me to the 
hospital.”  

Admire Bio, you didn’t just drink water… you 
started a national relationship audit.

Freetown men, please don’t try this at home unless 
your WiFi is strong enough to handle the comments.

Calabatown has officially called 
Guinness World Records
Reason? They might witness history.  

According to the community, they haven’t 
seen 45 minutes of light in the past month. But 
plot twist: for the last 4 hours, the electricity 
has been acting like it has a permanent job. 
Steady. No flicker. No “up-and-down” dance.  

Now they’re watching the clock like it’s New 
Year’s Eve. If this current keeps going for 8 
hours straight, Calabatown wants Guinness to 
send a camera crew, a certificate, and maybe a 
parade.  

Their official statement: “No community in 
Freetown has managed 8 hours of uninterrupted 
light in the last 6 months. If we do it, the world 
needs to know. We want it recorded, framed, 
and put in the history books right next to major 
scientific discoveries.”  

Freetown, keep your fingers crossed. Calabatown 
is out here trying to break records the only way 
they know how… with electricity
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Shop With The Stars Launch + SaloneJamboree 17th Anniversary  
Speech by Murtala Mohamed Kamara, Founder and CEO

Murtala Mohamed Kamara, Founder/
CEO SaloneJamboree

 Renowned digital marketing strategist 
Ibrahim Sesay making a statement
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Shop With The Stars Launch + SaloneJamboree 17th Anniversary  
Speech by Murtala Mohamed Kamara, Founder and CEO

Good afternoon, Sierra 
Leone. Good afternoon, 
friends, family, artists, 

partners, and dreamers.
Today is not just another day. 

Today is history repeating itself. 
On the 29th of May 2009, at 

the British Council Auditorium, 
SaloneJamboree was born. We 
launched a website with one bold 
idea: to promote the emerging 
Arts and Entertainment industry 
in Sierra Leone. One year later, 
we took that same fire to print. 
For 17 years, we have shown up. 
Online. In print. On the streets. In 
the prisons. In the studios. 

17 years on, we haven’t just 
reported the news. We’ve created 
it. We’ve featured almost every 
artist this country has birthed. 
We’ve told their stories, beyond 
the headlines. We’ve organized 
events that changed lives.

Let me remind you of one. 
In 2019, we walked into prison 
walls with a crazy idea: the Miss 
Correctional Beauty Pageant. We 
trained women behind bars in skills, 
public speaking, and catwalk. We 
told them: your circumstances do 
not define your crown. Today, the 

Miss Correctional Beauty Queen 
is right here with us. She received 
a Presidential pardon. She’s back 
in school. And she wants to be a 
lawyer. 

That, ladies and gentlemen, is 
the power of SaloneJamboree. We 
don’t just cover culture. We create 
second chances.

And we’re not stopping. Next, 
we will launch our awards event to 
honor the giants in Arts, Tourism, 
and Culture. The dancers, the 
musicians, the filmmakers, the 
tour guides, the chefs, the story-
tellers. The people who make 
Sierra Leone beautiful. It’s time 
we put their names in lights.

Today, we add a new chapter: 
Shop With The Stars SL.  

Why does it matter? Because 
shopping should not be stressful. 
It should be relaxed, it should be 
fun, and it should make you feel 
like a star. With Shop With The 
Stars, every shopper is honored. 
Every purchase is a moment. 
Every customer becomes part of 
the story we love telling. We’re 
turning errands into experiences.

And we couldn’t do it without 
the right partner. SaloneJamboree 

is proud to partner with ICONA 
London. Their products are 
affordable, guaranteed, and made 
for people like you and me. From 
Palampo to Bye Bye Blackout, 
ICONA London proves that 
quality doesn’t have to break the 
bank. This partnership means our 
artists, our shoppers, our commu-
nities get more value for less.

17 years ago we started with 
a website and a dream. Today we 
launch a platform, a partnership, 
and a promise: that Sierra Leonean 
talent, culture, and enterprise will 
always have a stage.

So thank you. Thank you to 
every artist who trusted us with 
your story. Thank you to every 
reader who clicked, shared, and 
believed. Thank you to ICONA 
London for believing in this vision. 
Thank you to all of you here today.

SaloneJamboree is 17. But our 
best chapters are still unwritten. 
Let’s write them together.

Ladies and gentlemen, 
welcome to the future of shopping. 
Welcome to Shop With The Stars 
SL.

Thank you, and God bless 
Sierra Leone.


